
Get values straight
This is in reference to proposed legisla-

tion by Representatives Briscoe Cain and 
Kyle Biedermann to spend $2.5 billion 
from the state’s rainy day fund to pay for 
President Donald Trump’s wall.

This proposed legislation is challenging 
two important values: the country’s value 
to welcome the stranger (“Give me your 
tired, your poor / Your huddled mass-
es yearning to breathe free…”) and the 
Christian value of welcoming the stranger 
(Leviticus 19:33-34 “…You shall treat the 
stranger who sojourns with you as the 
native among you, and you shall love him 
as yourself…”).  

Also being challenged is the idea that 
our state rainy day fund is to be used for 
an emergency. Their proposed legislation 
goes against claims made on their web-
sites:

“I will lead the fight in Austin to ensure 
that traditional Christian values are 
restored and strengthened.” — Cain

“Our country was founded on Christian 
principles which are clearly stated in our 
Constitution and in the writings of our 
founding fathers.” — Biedermann

“Yesterday, Gov. Greg Abbott … made 
property tax relief, school finance reform, 
school safety and mental health programs 
emergency items. I look forward to work-
ing with my fellow house members to 
achieve these goals…” — Biedermann

“Other than family and church, our edu-
cation system is the most important influ-
ence on our children and is critical to the 
future of Texas.” (In another post he said 
the state should focus resources toward 
our teachers and students.) — KB

If the $2.5 billion must be spent, a better 
expenditure might be utilizing it for pay 
increases for our public school teachers. 
With $2.5 billion the state could offer 
300,000 teachers a pay raise of $8,300.

An immoral wall — or strong public 
schools? It sounds like three people — and 
perhaps our state and country — need to 
get their values straight.

Bernard Lester Scrogin
Fredericksburg

Teacher support?
I noted in last week’s Fredericksburg 

Standard-Radio-Post (Feb. 13) that three 
retired teachers from Gillespie County 
were in Austin on Feb. 7 to deliver letters 
written by retired teachers about issues 
that need to be addressed. 

These issues included the 2017 Texas 
Legislature’s decision to adopt a high-

premium/high-deductible health plan for 
all retired teachers, and the fact that cost 
of living increases in retirement pensions 
have not occurred for over a decade.

Apparently, the letters were delivered 
to Rep. Kyle Biedermann and State Sen. 
Dawn Buckingham. The picture in the 
paper shows Biedermann smiling as he 
holds a letter with Mollye Long.

The article does not mention whether 
Biedermann or Buckingham favor legis-
lative action on these issues. I would be 
interested to know if either of our repre-
sentatives was aware of this difficult issue, 
and if either intend to offer legislation to 
correct this problem.

Lee Wilson
Gillespie County

Nature trail help
The Friends of the Fredericksburg 

Nature Center salute and thank the Texas 
Exes Fredericksburg Chapter for selecting 
and conducting their Project Worldwide 
community service initiative in the 
nature trails area of Lady Bird Johnson 
Municipal Park. 

Thirty-five members brought their chain 
saws, rakes, hoes, loppers and clippers to 
help clean up massive piles of debris left 
by an October flood along Live Oak Creek. 

Through Project Worldwide, Texas Exes 
chapters from around the world annually 
engage in a community service initiative 
in February to help further the university’s 
mission that “What starts here changes 
the world.”

The Texas Exes join a long list of vol-
unteers whose dedicated hard work pro-
duced a nature area venue in Lady Bird 
Johnson Municipal Park that gives both 
educational and recreational opportuni-
ties to thousands of visitors annually. The 
nature area is a microcosm of the Hill 
Country’s well-known natural heritage. 

The Friends invite all to visit the park 
during the upcoming spring season. 

Thanks again, Texas Exes, for helping 
us get though the difficult flooding event.

Bill Lindemann, president, 
Fredericksburg Nature Center

Yes, answers wanted
A common theme has made headline 

news in the paper as of late: “Citizens want 
answers.” Gordon Sauer, a highly respect-
ed real estate professional, attorney and 
rancher has stated his concern regarding 
the pipeline project. He observes that we 
have an “information vacuum when it 
comes to private companies using emi-
nent domain in Texas.”

This astute observation also holds true 
for the relief route issue, as voiced by 
Citizens for an Informed Relief Route. 
Private property concerns include land 
owner rights, land value reductions and 
economic impact on our community. 
They, too, want answers.

Similar concerns have been addressed 
by those land owners who have been noti-
fied of an aggressive city annexation plan 
for their property. Unfortunately, the 
threat of involuntary annexation contin-
ues to hang over their heads, with zoning 
plans already mapped out. 

Let’s demand the transparency that Mr. 
Sauer speaks of. Who specifically is mak-
ing the decision to work with the largest 
pipeline company of its kind in the U.S.? 
Who will own the truck stops along the 
relief route? What developers will build 
homes or apartments on annexed proper-
ty, zoned for such by the city? Have these 
projects received a “push” from private 
construction companies, realtors or lend-
ing institutions who will gain tremendous 
financial benefit? 

Let’s hope that the Texas Legislature 
votes to protect the land, water, landown-
ers, economic stability and the heritage of 
Fredericksburg and Gillespie County.

Tim Lafferty
Fredericksburg
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The working drawings of 
the Hill Country Memorial 
Hospital are near comple-
tion and are due to be 
received by the building 
committee of the board of 
trustees within the next two 
weeks.

Mayor Sidney Henke 
announced that the green 
fees for the city’s new golf 
course at Lady Bird Johnson 
Municipal Park on weekdays 
will be $1.50, but on holi-
days and weekends, the fee 
will be $2. Rental of golf 
carts will be $6 each.

The grand champion 
steer of the San Antonio 
Livestock Show, an Angus 
shown by Susan Garretson, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
George Garretson, sold for 
$8,500 in the Friday auction 
sale of the show. Buyer of the 
winning animal was Texstar 
Corporation of San Antonio.

The formal opening of 
Madlyn’s ladies’ ready-to-
wear store at the corner 
of West Austin and North 
Milam streets begins today. 
The dress shop was formerly 
located at the corner of Main 
and Llano streets.

The Fredericksburg High 
School Band will be play-
ing at the 45th Annual 
Clinic and Convention of 
the Texas Music Educators 
Association in San Antonio 

Thursday and Friday.
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth 

Kothe adopted a week-old 
baby girl on Monday. She 
weighs seven pounds and is 
named Karen Ann.

A record was set Sunday 
when 2,448 turkey dinners 
were sold at the annual 
benefit turkey dinner of the 
FHS Band Boosters.

Two girls and four boys 
were born in local hospitals 
during the past week. Twins, 
one of each, were born to Mr. 
and Mrs. Milburn Dearing 
of Boerne, Feb. 15.

A girl was also born to Mr. 
and Mrs. Charles Grote, Feb. 
17, while boys were born to 
Mr. and Mrs. Rojelio Cortez, 
Feb. 12; Mr. and Mrs. Gary 
Murray, Austin, Feb. 17, and 
Mr. and Mrs. Dayton R. 
Crenwelge, Feb. 17.

Lawrence Negben has 
announced the relocation 
of Fredericksburg Realty’s 
office to the corner of East 
Main and North Llano 
streets in the space formerly 
occupied by Madlyn’s Frock 
Shoppe.

The State Class AA cham-
pion St. Mary’s Indians 
football team was honored 
by the St. Mary’s Alumni 
Association at their annual 
banquet Thursday night. 
Highlight of the evening 
was the presentation of the 
championship trophy to the 
team and coaches.
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A gift from Arthur Godfrey
W hen Arthur Godfrey 

landed his plane at 
the Gillespie County 

Airport near Fredericksburg 
on Oct. 15, 1955, he was one 
of best-known entertainers in 
America. 

Godfrey, a red-headed 
freckle-faced ukulele player, 
made his name in radio and 
transitioned easily to televi-
sion. In 1955, he hosted a daily 
radio show and two weekly TV 
shows on CBS in New York. 
His programs were a medley 
of music, goofy extemporane-
ous commercials and uninhib-
ited banter.

Godfrey was a powerful force 
in the entertainment busi-
ness. His top-rated TV show 
“Talent Scouts,” an early day 
“America’s Got Talent,” gave a 
shot in the arm to struggling 
performers Tony Bennett, Pat 
Boone, Patsy Cline and Roy 
Clark, but the show’s screening 
staff rejected Elvis Presley and 
Buddy Holly. The King and the 
Cricket succeeded anyway.

Godfrey was an experienced 
pilot. He got his pilot’s license 
in 1929. His plane, a decked-
out DC-3, was a gift from his 
friend, Eddie Rickenbacker, 
World War I flying ace and 
president of Eastern Air 
Lines. Godfrey regularly flew 
the plane from his farm in 
Leesburg, Virginia to work in 
New York City.

The Old Redhead had a 
controlling personality and 
famous temper. He was known 
for buzzing the tower at air-
ports that did not give him 
the runway he wanted, but he 
didn’t have that problem in 
Gillespie County. There was 
no tower and only one runway.

Godfrey had flown from 
Virginia to the Texas Hill 
Country that October to visit 
his old friend, Senator Lyndon 
Johnson, who was laid up at 
the LBJ Ranch in Stonewall 
recuperating from a heart 
attack.

The Washington Post report-
ed that Godfrey made an ear-
lier trip to the LBJ Ranch 
at the request of Godfrey’s 
friend, controversial Air 
Force General Curtis LeMay. 
Godfrey, an outspoken propo-
nent of aviation, went down to 
Stonewall to see “Lyndon” to 
lobby the senator for support 
of the B-52 bomber, one of 
General LeMay’s pet projects. 

After landing at the 
Gillespie County Airport in 
October 1955, Godfrey spent 
the night at the LBJ Ranch; 
then returned to the airport 
the next day. By the time he 
arrived it was late afternoon 
and darkness was falling.

As Godfrey prepared to take 
off, he asked an attendant if 
the airport had landing lights. 
When told the airport had no 
lights, Godfrey responded, “I’ll 
send you some.”

On Valentine’s Day 1956, 
several large crates arrived at 
the Gillespie County Airport 
addressed to Senator Lyndon 
B. Johnson from Arthur 
Godfrey, Leesburg, Virginia. 
The crates held a complete set 
of landing lights.

After electricians installed 

the lights, county officials 
gathered at the airport to 
throw the switch. Senator 
Johnson was on hand for the 
ceremony.

In addition to being an 
entertainer and a pilot, Arthur 
Godfrey was a conservationist 
and a student of ecology. He 
spoke to groups all over the 
United States about the dete-
rioration of the environment. 
He wrote three books on the 
subject.

His interest in the environ-
ment, and his long friend-
ship with President Johnson 
and Lady Bird, brought him 
back to Gillespie County in 
October 1972. He flew in from 
Virginia as the guest of honor 
at Mrs. Johnson’s Highway 
Beautification Award ceremo-
ny at LBJ State Park.

After the ceremony, and the 
obligatory Hill Country barbe-
cue at the LBJ Ranch, Godfrey 
and the President talked 
about Godfrey’s visit to the 
Hill Country 17 years earlier. 
Godfrey was pleased to learn 

that his gift to the Gillespie 
County Airport was still is use.

The two men talked about 
the night Godfrey’s lights 
probably prevented a tragedy.

Not long after Gillespie 
County installed the lights 
back in 1956, a student pilot 
training at a San Antonio 
airfield got lost in the dark, 
spotted the lights and made a 
safe landing. There is a good 
chance the pilot would have 
crashed had the lights not 
been installed.

The story made news nation-
wide after Godfrey told it on 
the air to his radio audience.

Senator Johnson placed 
the story of Arthur Godfrey’s 
lights and the emergency 
landing at Gillespie County 
Airport in the Congressional 
Record.

Michael Barr is a retired 
teacher and principal, living in 
Fredericksburg where he spends 
time writing books, columns and 
magazine articles. Contact him at 
mikbarr@aol.com.

Lady Bird John-
son, President 
Johnson and 
Arthur Godfrey at 
LBJ Park is from 
the Fredericks-
burg Standard, 
October 18, 1972.
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This is in reference to proposed legisla-

tion by Representatives Briscoe Cain and 
Kyle Biedermann to spend $2.5 billion 
from the state’s rainy day fund to pay for 
President Donald Trump’s wall.

This proposed legislation is challenging 
two important values: the country’s value 
to welcome the stranger (“Give me your 
tired, your poor / Your huddled mass-
es yearning to breathe free…”) and the 
Christian value of welcoming the stranger 
(Leviticus 19:33-34 “…You shall treat the 
stranger who sojourns with you as the 
native among you, and you shall love him 
as yourself…”).  

Also being challenged is the idea that 
our state rainy day fund is to be used for 
an emergency. Their proposed legislation 
goes against claims made on their web-
sites:

“I will lead the fight in Austin to ensure 
that traditional Christian values are 
restored and strengthened.” — Cain

“Our country was founded on Christian 
principles which are clearly stated in our 
Constitution and in the writings of our 
founding fathers.” — Biedermann

“Yesterday, Gov. Greg Abbott … made 
property tax relief, school finance reform, 
school safety and mental health programs 
emergency items. I look forward to work-
ing with my fellow house members to 
achieve these goals…” — Biedermann

“Other than family and church, our edu-
cation system is the most important influ-
ence on our children and is critical to the 
future of Texas.” (In another post he said 
the state should focus resources toward 
our teachers and students.) — KB

If the $2.5 billion must be spent, a better 
expenditure might be utilizing it for pay 
increases for our public school teachers. 
With $2.5 billion the state could offer 
300,000 teachers a pay raise of $8,300.

An immoral wall — or strong public 
schools? It sounds like three people — and 
perhaps our state and country — need to 
get their values straight.

Bernard Lester Scrogin
Fredericksburg

Teacher support?
I noted in last week’s Fredericksburg 

Standard-Radio-Post (Feb. 13) that three 
retired teachers from Gillespie County 
were in Austin on Feb. 7 to deliver letters 
written by retired teachers about issues 
that need to be addressed. 

These issues included the 2017 Texas 
Legislature’s decision to adopt a high-

premium/high-deductible health plan for 
all retired teachers, and the fact that cost 
of living increases in retirement pensions 
have not occurred for over a decade.

Apparently, the letters were delivered 
to Rep. Kyle Biedermann and State Sen. 
Dawn Buckingham. The picture in the 
paper shows Biedermann smiling as he 
holds a letter with Mollye Long.

The article does not mention whether 
Biedermann or Buckingham favor legis-
lative action on these issues. I would be 
interested to know if either of our repre-
sentatives was aware of this difficult issue, 
and if either intend to offer legislation to 
correct this problem.

Lee Wilson
Gillespie County

Nature trail help
The Friends of the Fredericksburg 

Nature Center salute and thank the Texas 
Exes Fredericksburg Chapter for selecting 
and conducting their Project Worldwide 
community service initiative in the 
nature trails area of Lady Bird Johnson 
Municipal Park. 

Thirty-five members brought their chain 
saws, rakes, hoes, loppers and clippers to 
help clean up massive piles of debris left 
by an October flood along Live Oak Creek. 

Through Project Worldwide, Texas Exes 
chapters from around the world annually 
engage in a community service initiative 
in February to help further the university’s 
mission that “What starts here changes 
the world.”

The Texas Exes join a long list of vol-
unteers whose dedicated hard work pro-
duced a nature area venue in Lady Bird 
Johnson Municipal Park that gives both 
educational and recreational opportuni-
ties to thousands of visitors annually. The 
nature area is a microcosm of the Hill 
Country’s well-known natural heritage. 

The Friends invite all to visit the park 
during the upcoming spring season. 

Thanks again, Texas Exes, for helping 
us get though the difficult flooding event.

Bill Lindemann, president, 
Fredericksburg Nature Center

Yes, answers wanted
A common theme has made headline 

news in the paper as of late: “Citizens want 
answers.” Gordon Sauer, a highly respect-
ed real estate professional, attorney and 
rancher has stated his concern regarding 
the pipeline project. He observes that we 
have an “information vacuum when it 
comes to private companies using emi-
nent domain in Texas.”

This astute observation also holds true 
for the relief route issue, as voiced by 
Citizens for an Informed Relief Route. 
Private property concerns include land 
owner rights, land value reductions and 
economic impact on our community. 
They, too, want answers.

Similar concerns have been addressed 
by those land owners who have been noti-
fied of an aggressive city annexation plan 
for their property. Unfortunately, the 
threat of involuntary annexation contin-
ues to hang over their heads, with zoning 
plans already mapped out. 

Let’s demand the transparency that Mr. 
Sauer speaks of. Who specifically is mak-
ing the decision to work with the largest 
pipeline company of its kind in the U.S.? 
Who will own the truck stops along the 
relief route? What developers will build 
homes or apartments on annexed proper-
ty, zoned for such by the city? Have these 
projects received a “push” from private 
construction companies, realtors or lend-
ing institutions who will gain tremendous 
financial benefit? 

Let’s hope that the Texas Legislature 
votes to protect the land, water, landown-
ers, economic stability and the heritage of 
Fredericksburg and Gillespie County.

Tim Lafferty
Fredericksburg
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A gift from Arthur Godfrey
W hen Arthur Godfrey 

landed his plane at 
the Gillespie County 

Airport near Fredericksburg 
on Oct. 15, 1955, he was one 
of best-known entertainers in 
America. 

Godfrey, a red-headed 
freckle-faced ukulele player, 
made his name in radio and 
transitioned easily to televi-
sion. In 1955, he hosted a daily 
radio show and two weekly TV 
shows on CBS in New York. 
His programs were a medley 
of music, goofy extemporane-
ous commercials and uninhib-
ited banter.

Godfrey was a powerful force 
in the entertainment busi-
ness. His top-rated TV show 
“Talent Scouts,” an early day 
“America’s Got Talent,” gave a 
shot in the arm to struggling 
performers Tony Bennett, Pat 
Boone, Patsy Cline and Roy 
Clark, but the show’s screening 
staff rejected Elvis Presley and 
Buddy Holly. The King and the 
Cricket succeeded anyway.

Godfrey was an experienced 
pilot. He got his pilot’s license 
in 1929. His plane, a decked-
out DC-3, was a gift from his 
friend, Eddie Rickenbacker, 
World War I flying ace and 
president of Eastern Air 
Lines. Godfrey regularly flew 
the plane from his farm in 
Leesburg, Virginia to work in 
New York City.

The Old Redhead had a 
controlling personality and 
famous temper. He was known 
for buzzing the tower at air-
ports that did not give him 
the runway he wanted, but he 
didn’t have that problem in 
Gillespie County. There was 
no tower and only one runway.

Godfrey had flown from 
Virginia to the Texas Hill 
Country that October to visit 
his old friend, Senator Lyndon 
Johnson, who was laid up at 
the LBJ Ranch in Stonewall 
recuperating from a heart 
attack.

The Washington Post report-
ed that Godfrey made an ear-
lier trip to the LBJ Ranch 
at the request of Godfrey’s 
friend, controversial Air 
Force General Curtis LeMay. 
Godfrey, an outspoken propo-
nent of aviation, went down to 
Stonewall to see “Lyndon” to 
lobby the senator for support 
of the B-52 bomber, one of 
General LeMay’s pet projects. 

After landing at the 
Gillespie County Airport in 
October 1955, Godfrey spent 
the night at the LBJ Ranch; 
then returned to the airport 
the next day. By the time he 
arrived it was late afternoon 
and darkness was falling.

As Godfrey prepared to take 
off, he asked an attendant if 
the airport had landing lights. 
When told the airport had no 
lights, Godfrey responded, “I’ll 
send you some.”

On Valentine’s Day 1956, 
several large crates arrived at 
the Gillespie County Airport 
addressed to Senator Lyndon 
B. Johnson from Arthur 
Godfrey, Leesburg, Virginia. 
The crates held a complete set 
of landing lights.

After electricians installed 

the lights, county officials 
gathered at the airport to 
throw the switch. Senator 
Johnson was on hand for the 
ceremony.

In addition to being an 
entertainer and a pilot, Arthur 
Godfrey was a conservationist 
and a student of ecology. He 
spoke to groups all over the 
United States about the dete-
rioration of the environment. 
He wrote three books on the 
subject.

His interest in the environ-
ment, and his long friend-
ship with President Johnson 
and Lady Bird, brought him 
back to Gillespie County in 
October 1972. He flew in from 
Virginia as the guest of honor 
at Mrs. Johnson’s Highway 
Beautification Award ceremo-
ny at LBJ State Park.

After the ceremony, and the 
obligatory Hill Country barbe-
cue at the LBJ Ranch, Godfrey 
and the President talked 
about Godfrey’s visit to the 
Hill Country 17 years earlier. 
Godfrey was pleased to learn 

that his gift to the Gillespie 
County Airport was still is use.

The two men talked about 
the night Godfrey’s lights 
probably prevented a tragedy.

Not long after Gillespie 
County installed the lights 
back in 1956, a student pilot 
training at a San Antonio 
airfield got lost in the dark, 
spotted the lights and made a 
safe landing. There is a good 
chance the pilot would have 
crashed had the lights not 
been installed.

The story made news nation-
wide after Godfrey told it on 
the air to his radio audience.

Senator Johnson placed 
the story of Arthur Godfrey’s 
lights and the emergency 
landing at Gillespie County 
Airport in the Congressional 
Record.

Michael Barr is a retired 
teacher and principal, living in 
Fredericksburg where he spends 
time writing books, columns and 
magazine articles. Contact him at 
mikbarr@aol.com.

Lady Bird John-
son, President 
Johnson and 
Arthur Godfrey at 
LBJ Park is from 
the Fredericks-
burg Standard, 
October 18, 1972.
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